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UPCOMING EVENTS/DEADLINES
Please visit our school website for more information

 

 
 

Year 8 Parents Evening Thursday 26  November th

Winter Showcase Thursday 10  Decemberth

Monday 7th December Year 8 Rewards Trip -
Slick City

Ski Information Evening Wednesday 16  Decemberth

Inset Day Friday 27  Novemberth

Year 11 Winter Wonderland Thursday 17  Decemberth

Friday 20  NovemberthEnrichment Week Deadline
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Diwali, is an important festival originating in India. It is celebrated by millions of  people
worldwide, particularly Hindus and Sikhs. The festival usually takes place in October or
November and lasts for five days, with each of  them having traditions and significance.
The word Diwali comes from the ancient Indian language Sanskrit and means ‘a row of

lights’. Its central message is the triumph of  good over evil, light over darkness and
knowledge over ignorance.

Diwali has different meanings for different religions and communities and it is believed
that over a billion people observe it. 
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For many, it can mark the start of  the New Year or new beginnings.
Diwali is an important part of  Britain's multicultural society. Cities such as Leicester, London and
Birmingham host celebrations where people can enjoy spectacular decorations, performances,

traditional food and community events. Leicester hosts one of  the biggest Diwali celebrations outside
India.

What happens during Diwali?
Lighting diyas: Small clay oil lamps are placed around homes, temples and streets to
represent hope and goodness.
Creating rangoli: Beautiful, colourful patterns are made on the floor using coloured powders,
rice and flower petals. These decorations welcome visitors and symbolise good fortune.
Enjoying delicious food: Families prepare and share delicious meals and traditional Indian
sweets such as gulab jamun, barfi and jalebi.
Fireworks and celebrations: Firework displays, music and dancing bring communities
together.
Exchanging gifts: Friends and family exchange presents, sweets and good wishes.

Although Diwali is celebrated in different ways, its message is something everyone can understand. It
reminds us to be kind, spread happiness, overcome challenges and choose what is right.

THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS -THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS -THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS -THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS -THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS -
A Celebration of Hope, Happiness and New Beginnings!

HAPPY DIWALI TO EVERYONE CELEBRATING!HAPPY DIWALI TO EVERYONE CELEBRATING!HAPPY DIWALI TO EVERYONE CELEBRATING!HAPPY DIWALI TO EVERYONE CELEBRATING!HAPPY DIWALI TO EVERYONE CELEBRATING!
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CREATIVE ARTS – 
Year 8 Remembrance Day Drama

CREATIVE ARTS – 
Year 8 Remembrance Day Drama

Year 8 Drama have started a WW2 project
to coincide with Remembrance Day. This

week, students have been channelling their
creativity to create Propaganda films,

educating the public on what should and
shouldn’t be done to support the war effort
(like those shown in cinemas during WW2,

prior to the feature film). Students produced
a range of  performances targeting

construction of  Anderson shelters, how to
cook wartime recipes and effective survival

strategies. It is hoped that this will stress
the importance of  Remembrance Day and

build a greater appreciation of  the sacrifice
undertaken by so many brave individuals.

Well done, Year 8, for all your hard work
and sensitivity throughout this topic!
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This week, our annual Remembrance
assembly explored the theme of  ‘Keeping
Us Safe’, reflecting on the importance of
remembering those who have died in
conflict and recognising the service and
sacrifice of  the Armed Forces, past and
present. Students heard inspiring stories
of  individuals who have helped protect
and care for others, before reflecting on
how we can all contribute to keeping our
own communities safe through kindness,
respect and supporting one another.
Poppies are available in school with all
donations going to the Royal British
Legion and we will be pausing for a
moment of  remembrance on Wednesday
11  November.th
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Year 7 and 8 students enjoyed some
spooky science last week with two
Halloween-themed practicals. On Tuesday,
Year 8 worked with Mrs Atton, and on
Thursday, Year 7 worked with Mr Matthews,
with both cohorts making pumpkin lava
lamps using cooking oil, water, orange food
colouring and vitamin C tablets, as well as
teabag ghosts that dramatically lifted into
the air. It was a fun way to explore science
through hands-on experimentation, with
plenty of  excitement, curiosity and a little
Halloween magic along the way!
Big thanks to Mrs Dale for organising the
workshops.
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Yesterday, our U13 Boys Table Tennis team
competed in the tournament at De Lisle.
The team were made up of  year 7’s and
were faced with a tough challenge, facing
strong opposition and playing year 8’s. The
boys worked hard throughout, and finished
4  in the tournament. Well done to Siwon,
Brandon, Arthur and Saaed!

th

The Year 9 Netball team had a friendly
match against Charnwood College
yesterday. Unfortunately the team didn’t
come away with a win, but it was a match
full of  progress and improved
performances. The third quarter proved to
be their strongest period of  the game, with
the opposition only able to score 3 goals.
Congratulations to Lola for being awarded
Player of  the Match, and a special mention
also to Bori who took on feedback
exceptionally quickly and implemented it
into her game!

U13 Boys Table Tennis
& Year 9 Girls Netball
U13 Boys Table Tennis
& Year 9 Girls Netball
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Year 10 have begun a Still Life
Project. The initial photo shoot
focussed upon vantage point
and lighting of  a single toy
item. Through focused
research and analysis of  the
creative artwork of  Maurizio
Anzeri, Alana Del Hayes,
Jennifer Hayashi to learn how
they use drawn and sewn
additions to develop ideas and
outcomes. This has really
pushed the students out of
their comfort zone to realise
how photographic outcomes do
not need to be restricted to the
computer screen. 

Woodbrook Vale
School

CREATIVECREATIVECREATIVECREATIVE
FACULTYFACULTYFACULTYFACULTY

Year 10 Photography
Exploring Sewing & Drawing
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spotlightspotlight  spotlight spotlight spotlight 

On PE days students should
only wear the Woodbrook Vale
PE Hoodie. Black Shorts should
be of an acceptable length, or
Black Tracksuit Bottoms, and

all jewellery be removed.

 If such jewellery is
worn students will be
expected to remove it.
It may be confiscated
and students and/or

parents/carers will be
informed when it can

be collected.
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Looking for a quiet and supportive space to get your
homework done? Come along to the Homework
Club in the school library every Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Thursday from 3:00 to 4:00 PM. Open to
students from all year groups, the Homework Club is
the perfect place to focus on your assignments,
study, or catch up on work. There’s no obligation to
stay for the entire hour—drop in for as long as you
need! Whether you’re looking for a peaceful
environment to concentrate or need some guidance
with your tasks, the Homework Club is here

Homework Club

JEWELLERYJEWELLERY  
Nail varnish, including

acrylic or gel nails
are not appropriate

for school and should
not be worn.

One pair of stud earrings is
permissible. Apart from this, for

safety and security reasons,
jewellery, including bracelets,

necklaces, rings and nose, face,
body or oral jewellery should not

be worn in school.
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Linguascope is a great website
for revising content covered in

class by playing the games.
There is an addition

"construction of sentences"
section which is more

challenging. Why not challenge
yourself to learn one of the other

langauges over the summer ?
the linguasope password had

been changed

username = woodbrook
password = cultural20

We are pleased to share that
Woodbrook Vale has been
selected for the Tesco Fruit and
Veg schools grant program
starting from the 3rd August to
Nov 2026, you can support our
project by blue token in selected
Tesco’s Stores. 
Our project is creating a sensory
garden designed with students;
supporting wellbeing, inclusion,
multi-sensory learning and
responsibility.

Please remember us when
leaving the local Tesco stores.

Take a look...

 Everyone who has helped with the Blue tokens for our sensory
garden,

Keep up the great work, we have till Nov 30  2026 for the final count !th

Go 4 Schools

As part of our commitment to inform parents/carers about
students’ progress whilst at Woodbrook Vale, we have Go 4
Schools an on-line internet based package that allows you to

access your child’s timetable as well as, attendance, homework
and behaviour data. 

Parents follow this link: https://www.go4schools.com/parents/
This information is also available through the Go 4 Schools

Mobile App which can be downloaded from the App Store and
Google Play

.
If your require help to set up your account please contact Julia

Perry on 01509 557560 ext 1044 or jperry@wbvs.co.uk

 

Conundrum
weekof the

In animals what
is the function of

anaerobic
respiration?

Last Weeks Answer 
In physics what is 'grip' - The coefficient

of friction between one surface and
another, where this is the resistance to

sliding between the two objects in contact
and is calculated as the ratio of the

frictional force to the perpendicular force
pressing the surfaces together.

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/educ
ation-and-children/social-care-and-
supporting-families/free-school-meals

Free school meals
information

https://www.go4schools.com/parents/
mailto:jperry@wbvs.co.uk
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/social-care-and-supporting-families/free-school-meals
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/social-care-and-supporting-families/free-school-meals
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/social-care-and-supporting-families/free-school-meals
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YR 11 Science Lunchtime Revision
STARTS 12.25 prompt

TRIPLE COMBINE
D

MONDAY PHYSICS ROOM 25

TUESDAY CHEMIST
RY LAB 1

CHEMIST
RY ROOM

WEDNES
DAY

BIOLOGY
LAB 3

BIOLOGY
ROOM 24

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Lunch Science Science
Science
History

Afterschool Maths
MFL /
Creative
Science

English /
iMedia

Geography
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INTERVENTIONSINTERVENTIONS  INTERVENTIONS 

Teachers will inform you if you have been invited to interventions

Tuesdays: History / MFL / Creative will take priority 

Year 11 Intervention Programme – Autumn 1 
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Please ensure you are returning any
borrowed sports kit to the PE office

as soon as possible after your
fixture so they can be washed ready

for other teams to wear.

Cricket nets are starting

next Friday 3-4pm in the

sports hall – all are

welcome to come along.



The ‘Become a Pilot Live Online
Academy’ is now registering for its

winter programme for children in
Years 9, 10 and 11. The ten-

session programme provides 20
hours of specialist tuition and

mentoring for aspiring commercial
pilots and starts this Sunday 8

November 2026.

Course fees, information & booking
visit:
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POST 16 OPEN
DAYS

POST 16 OPEN
DAYS

 Stephenson College - Saturday 7th
November, 9.30 - 1pm

Rawlins Academy Sixth Form -
Saturday November 14th 9:45am to

12:30pm

Loughborough College -Saturday
14th November from 9.30am - 1pm 

Melton Ignite - Tuesday 17th
November

Leicester College - Wednesday 18th
November 5-730pm  

BECOME A PILOTBECOME A PILOT

Our new Careers Advisor, Mrs Jones,
has now started with us. 

As well as planned conversations
throughout their school journey,
children can also drop into the

Careers Room at break or lunchtime
for an informal chat

jjones@wbvs.co.uk
 (Monday, Tuesday, Thursdays and

Fridays). 
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Beginning on Monday, June 29, 2026, education in England
has changed under new government-imposed rules. 

The Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Act 2026 mandates
that all state-funded schools create a completely phone-free
environment during school hours. We wholeheartedly agree

that the pressure of social media and constant connectivity is
harmful to young people’s focus and attention for learning.

Woodbrook Vale School operates an ‘Off and Away’ policy.
This relies on students having a school bag in which to put
their switched off phone. They can use it on their journey to

and from school but not whilst on the school site. 

Any student who has the phone in a pocket or on their
person is breaking the school rule of ‘Off and Away’ and will

have to hand the phone in for collection by the parent.
Please have the necessary conversations in families to make

sure our young people have understood the message. 

‘OFF AND AWAY’‘OFF AND AWAY’‘OFF AND AWAY’
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https://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/education
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Sometimes it can be difficult to know whether your child is too ill to attend school. NHS
guidance says it’s fine to send them in with a minor cough or common cold, as long as they

don’t have a temperature – we will keep an eye on them.

See NHS guidance sheet ‘Is my child too ill for school’ 
 

NHS Guidance

https://attendancetoolkit.blob.core.windows.net/toolkit-resources/NHS%20guidance%20sheet.pdf
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How Parents Can Access This Support:
Families do not need a school referral to access these specific early intervention

programmes.
Parents can self-refer directly by visiting the NHS LLR Self-Referral Portal which can

be accessed from our website The Early Intervention Service (EIS) | The Relationships
Centre - Leicester, Leicestershire & Rutland

https://www.relationshipscentreleicestershire.org.uk/the-early-intervention-service
https://www.relationshipscentreleicestershire.org.uk/the-early-intervention-service
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